

                                      	Wards and Branches of the Asheville Stake

	In this section is a brief history of the growth of the Church in each of the areas 
now included in the present wards and branches of the Asheville Stake.  Each is headed 
by the name of the present ward or branch, and the writings are in a seqence based on the 
earliest to be organized: that is, in order of the date when a formal organization--ward, 
branch or home Sunday school--was first recorded as functioning within the boundaries 
of the present units.  	

MURPHY BRANCH

	There are apparently no records of missionary work in Cherokee, Graham and 
Clay Counties--that extreme western tip of North Carolina, until the late 1800s.  
However, in the early years of the new century, the area was visited regularly by 
missionaries, especially during the time that the Southern States Mission headquarters 
were in nearby Chattanooga.  We have record of Elizabeth Hardin being baptized in 
Cherokee County in 1899, followed by the baptisms of Martha Parker and Bessie L. 
Bryant.  In Graham County, William C. Millsap’s was the first recorded baptism (in 
1903), followed by other members of the Millsap, Hardin, Sawyers, Ellis, Roberts, 
McDonald and other families.
	In September, 1910, Elders S.S. Duke and J.A. Rodebeck reported organizing a 
home Sunday School in Andrews, called the Fairview Sunday School.  In 1921 it was 
still functioning, though apparently meetings stopped for an extended period some time 
after that.  In 1956, members in the far western counties were included as a dependent 
Sunday School supervised by the Presidency of the Cherokee Branch of the Church.  In 
that year of 1956, President Montell Seely of the Cherokee Branch undertook to write a 
hadwritten historical record of the Cherokee Branch.  His record (available in Church 
Archives) begins with these words:
	“The first Sunday School was held October 2, 1910 and called the Fair View 
Church.  The Sunday School Superintendent was James. A. Padibach.  A roll book and 
minutes were kept...This Sunday School is still carrying on through the years.  The last 
date in the records was June, 1921, and Brother D. L. Hardin, who had been sustained 
on October 9, 1910, was still Superintendent...The Sunday School is still carried on today 
without the Priesthood.  It is a home Sunday School with about 26 members attending 
down there.”  Thus, that Fairview Sunday School qualifies as the oldest Latter-day Saint 
organization to be officially recorded in Western North Carolina.  While it became part 
of the Cherokee Branch for a time, the area in which its members lived is now within the 
Murphy Branch boundaries.  
	In 1916, in Graham County, Joel Sawyers, whose daughter had married a son of 
William Milsap, was converted and baptized, along with several other members of his 
family.  They began holding a Sunday School in Santeetlah.  A pattern developed in 
which the conversion of a family or families in a local area resulted in establishing a 
home Sunday School, which stayed in operation until older members died and/or younger 
members moved away.  Sunday Schools and small, family-centered branches operated 
for a time in several areas, but were then discontinued.  In the 1930s, Rena and Violet Sawyers, daughters of Joel Sawyers, married local men who were not Mormons, but who 
wanted their families to have a local church to attend.  The two men, Robert Burch and 
rGeorge Bristol, talked their neighbors into helping build a small community church 
building and establishing a congregation.  A church was eventually completed.  Robert 
Burch contributed muchof the timber that was sawed to make the lumber, and George’s 
brother had concrete block-making equipment they used to make the foundation block.  
The two brothers-in-law also contributed much of the labor.  They attempted to get the 
Baptist Church to dedicate the building, and were disappointed when their request was 
turned down.  A church was organized, however, and the famlies became members of the 
congregation.  In the following years, however, dissension developed among the 
congregation, and the Burch and Bristol families were voted out of membership.  Violet 
Burch and Rena Bristol resumed holding a Latter-day Saint HomeSunday School, which 
was attended by both families.  Jennings Bristol, George and Rena’s son, remembers 
watching as his uncle, Robert Burch, began reading and discussing concepts of the Book 
of Mormon, and was impressed with the changes he saw in that man’s way of living and 
speaking.  That was what led Jennings to first begin his own study of the Book of 
Mormon.
	In 1955, when missionaries finally made contact again with theBristol and Burch 
families, they found fourteen people ready for baptism, including Robert Burch and 
George Bristol.  With their ordination to the Priesthood, the two men were able to 
officiate, and a branch of the Church was organized.  In 1968, the members from 
Andrews were combined with Hayesville members to form the Hayesville-Andrews 
Branch.  While no specific mention is made in the records, it is assumed that the Sunday 
School mentioned by President Seeley of the Cherokee Branch as the “home Sunday 
School with about 26 members...down there” is that group of the Burch and Bristol 
families that had been baptized in 1955.
	In 1968, George Bristol built a new home in Hayesville, and planned it with a 
large living room in which branch meetings could be held.  The Hayesville Branch 
continued in operation until November of 1972, when the area became part of the 
Greenville South Carolina Stake.  At that time it was decided to include members from 
the western counties in the newly-organized Franklin Branch, and several families began  
making the long trip to Franklin to attend meetings.
	Finally, in 1980, a decision was made once more organize a branch in the far 
Western counties.  Vernon Barmes, who had retired as a Navy Captain and lived in the 
Robbinsville area, was faithfully attending the Franklin Branch with his wife, Frankie.  
He was asked to find an appropriate meeting place and was called to be Branch President 
of the Murphy Branch.  He was able to arrange for meetings to be held on Sunday 
afternoons in the fellowship hall of the Murphy Episcopal Church, across from the 
Cherokee County courthouse in Murphy.  The first meeting was held on 16 December 
1979.
	Thirty-four members attended that first meeting, coming from Cherokee, Clay, 
and Graham Counties of North Carolina, and Union County, Georgia.  Among those 
early members were George and Rena Bristol, Ruby Haigler, Mike and Diane Woods, 
and Frankie and Vernon Barmes.
	Meetings continued in the Cultural Hall until the next Summer, when the Summer heat made it uncomfortable, and permission was obtained to move into the 
Chapel.  By this time, attendance was as high as fifty.   A tape recorder was used for the 
hymn music, and in the early years used tapes recorded by Karen Stephens, daughter of 
Keith and Alice Stephens of Sylva.
	Monthly socials became a tradition.  Members would take turns arranging for the 
community center building in their respective home counties, for those events.  The first 
Relief Society homemaking meetings were held in various Sisters’ homes.  Muriel 
Ganchow was the first Relief Society President.
	On 11 May 1980, Joe Kent Kerby, First Counselor in the Stake Presidency, came 
to Murphy and set Vernon Barmes apart as Branch President.  He continued in that 
position until assigned to the High Council in November of 1982.
	Everett Titus was the next Branch President.  During that time land was 
purchased and a new Branch Meetinghouse begun in the Brasstown area.  President Titus 
served as Branch President until the new building was near completion.  In 1984, Steven 
Newman became Branch President and members moved into the new building in 1985.  

	Branch members accepted the obligation, as part of their contribution to the cost 
of construction, to do the landscaping for the new building.  The building site was little 
more than a field or rocks, and members were challenged to turn it into a lawn.  Each 
Saturday, adults and children would gather stones in buckets.  Some of the Sisters would 
prepare a lunch.  The members worked many hundreds of hours removing the stones, and 
eventually prepared the ground for seeding. 
	A company with a hydroseeder was then employed to do the seeding.  However, 
the day after the new lawn was seeded, a violent storm came and washed away almost 
all of the seed and also the topsoil.  About this time, Elder and Sister Harper arrived as 
full time missionaries, and he spent manhy hours designing and installing a sprinkling 
system in the lawn in an attempt to make the grass grow mor dependably.  It still did not 
succed until a great deal of new topsoil and manure was obtained from an old barnyard 
in the Chattanooga Stake, and the entire area was reseeded.
	Elder Harper was called as Branch President, and during his tenure, Mark Sharp 
became the first missionary from the Murphy Branch.  During that time, membership and 
attendance fluctuated widely, since the branch includes a 7,000 square mile area and 
movement of families in and out of the area is continuous.  In addition, many members 
from Florida began to come to live in the mountains for the Summer months, but would 
return to Florida for the Winter.
	In 1992, Murphy was transferred to the Chattanooga Stake for a time, and during 
that time, Ruth Martell became the second full-time missionary to be called from the 
Murphy Branch.  In 1996 was returned to be a part of the Asheville Stake, and Kent 
Montgomery was called to be Branch President.
	After Vernon Barmes was released as Branch President, the following men  
served in that position: Everett Titus, Steven Newman, Elder Blaine Harper (a Senior 
missionary), Michael Crubagh, Floyd Phillips, Rhuell Parker, Max Lehman, and as of 
1997, the Branch President is Fred Nicholson.
	  With completion and dedication of a permanent meetinghouse, however, and a 
steady increase in population of the area, the Murphy Branch has become solidly established in the far western boundary of the Stake.  In recent years, a number of 
experienced members moved into the Branch, who have greatly added to its strength.  In 
1997 the Murphy Branch qualified for a major building addition, which will, when 
completed, more than double the size of the meetinghouse.   The Murphy Branch has 
come of age.  It is making a great contribution to the lives of members in the far western  
counties of the state, and many members of the early families who joined the Church in 
the early days have moved to other areal to make their contribution in those locations.  
At least two men from among those early families to join the Church in the Murphy 
Branch area have served as bishops, and a third as a stake president in Atlanta.


CHEROKEE WARD

	Church historical records indicate that a Cherokee Indian Reservation Sunday 
School was organized in 1921, probably by traveling Elders,  but it was apparently short 
lived, and ended when the Elders were transferred. As far as anyone is aware, no one who 
attended that early Sunday School was connected with the Church organization that 
developed in Cherokee after World War II.  In 1956, when the first historical record for 
the Cherokee Branch was sent to Salt Lake, what is now the Murphy Branch area was 
included within the Cherokee Branch boundaries, and therefore the early Fairview 
Sunday School in the Andrews area was included in the Cherokee Branch record.  
	The present CherokeeWard, however, grew from missionary work that began 
when, in September, 1947, shortly after the founding of the Central Atlantic States 
Mission, Elder John W. Stokes from Springville, Utah, was sent to teach the Cherokee 
people.  Driving from Asheville, he stopped at Soco Gap, knelt and offered a prayer, 
dedicating the land to the teaching of the Gospel.  He had no companion at the time, and 
was traveling alone.  After his prayer of dedication, he drove into Cherokee on its one 
gravel road and went into Freeze's Cafe, the only restaurant in town.  To open a 
conversation, he asked if anybody there knew anyone who was from Utah.  Bill Larch 
told him that a Ute Indian named Phil Arkansas had moved there and was teaching music 
at the government school on the Reservation.  Bill took him to Kate and Phillip 
Arkansas’ home, where he was welcomed in.  Although they were not members of the 
Church at that time, the Arkansas’ welcomed Elder Stokes and introduced him to others.  
It is interesting to note that Philip Arkansas was a great grandson of Chief Walker, who 
was chief of the Ute Indians (Uintah Clan) at Roosevelt, Utah, and who became an Elder 
in the Church and was a close friend of Brigham Young.
	One of the first who welcomed the missionaries besides the Arkansas’ was Sister 
Nell Tahquette.  Nell was a teacher, who taught early morning adult classes.  The 
missionaries that followed Elder Stokes attended her class every day for some time.  
Sister Ellene George remembers asking someone if  those young men that were all 
dressed up were F.B.I. agents, and being told they were Mormon Elders.  The elders soon 
became accustomed to being invited to Sister Tahquette’s home every Sunday for dinner.
	Because of Elder Stokes’ success, and his enthuusiastic recommendation ofthe 
prospects for growth of the missionary work on the Cherokee Reservation, he was 
followed by four missionaries, Elders Wendell Cook from Logan, Utah,  Denzel Rogers from Morgan, Utah, Donald Keith Clark from Pocatello, Idaho and Lloyd Redd from 
Blanding, Utah.  Sister Tahquette spent much of her time helping the missionaries, both 
in accompaying them both on foot and in giving them rides in her car.  She introduced 
them to a number of her friends and spent hours doing their laundry and ironing shirts 
and trousers.  
	On  December 15, 1947, a Sunday School began meeting in the old School 
auditorium.  Two months later, on February 29, 1948, a baptismal service was held at the 
Oconaluftee River (behind the present Chamber of Commerce building), and the first 
four converts were baptized: Nell Tahquette, Lillian Neeley, Dorothy “Tap” Moles, and 
Shirley Ann Neeley, daughter of Lillian Neeley.  A large crowd attended, and women of 
the tribe entertained the Elders and the new converts at a lunch on picnic grounds on an 
island in the river.
	In the next several months, the group of members grew.   Minutes of the meeting 
for 4 April list 54 enrolled and 31 in attendance.  By June of 1949, meetings were being 
held in the old High School auditorium.   In 1949 there was a visit to the Reservation by 
the “Utah Centennial Chorus,” a group of missionaries who presented public concerts.  
Their concert on the Reservation was well attended, and generated much favorable 
publicity for the Church. 
	 It was during this time that the missionaries befriended a nineteen year-old young 
man by the name of James A. Cooper , who would in his later years play a prominent role 
in the growth of the Church in Cherokee.  At a baptismal service in that same location 
in the Oconaluftee river on Jun 17, 1949, James A. Cooper and thirteen others were 
baptized, making one of the largest groups ever baptized in that area.  Also, it was the 
first time adult males had been baptized.  All the previous converts had been women and 
children.  Brother Cooper would become the first convert to be ordained an Elder, and 
in the following year, the first missionary to be sent from the Branch.  	
	Phillip Arkansas was also baptized at that time, and he and Jim Cooper were, a 
month later, ordained to the Aaronic Priesthood, along with Fred Arkansas, Woodrow 
Sneed, and Howard Tahquette.  With those ordinations, the sacrament could be 
administered and passed to the members.
	In the Spring of 1950, Jim Cooper decided to prepare for a mission.  He leased 
a small restaurant for the Summer, and was able to earn enough to buy a new car as well 
as to same the necessary $3,000 for his support during his mission.  He served for two 
years in the Northwest States Mission.  Following a brief visit home, he enrolled in 
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.  Upon graduation, he married Janene Moyle 
of American Fork, Utah, and moved to Oregon where he became assistant principal at 
Langlois Junior High School.  He would later return to Cherokee with his family, to 
become a great strength to the Branch and Ward.
	In 1949, application was made to the tribal council for permission to build a 
meetinghouse on the reservation, but it was angrily turned down.  The next year, 1950, 
Reverend Payne of the Cherokee Baptist Church distributed anti-Mormon literature on 
the reservation and tried to get the Elders excluded from entering the Reservation.  He 
was unsuccessful, but continual applications for land to build a meetinghouse were 
turned down until 1958.  In that year, Arnold Cooper, Brother Jim Cooper’s father and 
a respected senior member of the tribe, decided something needed to be done.  He said, “It’s not right that these people don’t have their church here.”  With the help of his sister 
Myrtle Jenkins, who was a tribal council member, he lobbied successfully for recognition 
of the Church, and helped get permission for a meetinghouse to be authorized.
	By that time, the Cherokee Sunday School had become an organized Branch.  At 
a District Conference held in Cherokee on June 3, 1956, the Branch was organized with 
Branch President Montell Seely, who had been Sunday School Superintendant.  At that 
meeting, Woodrow Sneed was sustained to be ordained an Elder, and was sustained also 
as Sunday School Superintendant.  The first Sacrament Meeting (a fast and testimony 
meeting) was held on June 10.  At that time, dependent Sunday Schools at Waynesville 
and Hayesville were included in the Branch.  On November 8 of that year the Branch 
Presidency was reorganized, with James Simmonds as Branch President, and Woodrow 
Sneed and George Bristol (from Hayesville) as counselors.
	On 3 March 1957, the Waynesville Branch was organized as an independent 
Branch, with Hayesville made part of Waynesville, and the Andrews area included in the 
Cherokee Branch. In 1958, the Presidency was changed again, and Franklin Dee 
Thompson sustained as Prsident, with Thurman Hornbuckle as counselor.  Georgia Craig 
Moore was sustained as Relief Society President, with Nellie M. Tahquette and Vera 
Bradley Moles as counselors.  On October 26, 1958, the Andrews and Hayesville areas 
were combined to form a Hayesville Branch.  
	In 1960, Sister Luvenia Hornbuckle, oneof the early members, and her brothers 
and sisters of the Bradley family, leased (at no charge) a piece of property on which a 
meetinghouse was constructed during the next two years.  In October, 1962, the branch 
members began meeting in their new building.  Lester Pederson from Bryson City was 
called to be Branch President, with Thurman Hornbuckle as his counselor.  Members 
from Haywood County were added to the branch membership at that time.  
	In the early months of 1966, Elder Leon James Jenks, from Pocatello, Idaho, 
labored in Cherokee as a missionary, just before his release on March 3.  Shortly after 
returning home, he came back to Cherokee to court and marry Margaret Sue (Peggy) 
Tahquette, daughter of Wayne and Nell Tahquette.  They were married at the Cherokee 
Branch meetinghouse on March 31 by Elder Ora Nielson.  Leon and Peggy have made 
their permanent home in Cherokee and have served faithfully in the Branch and Ward 
ever since.  In 1968, Brother Jenks was called as Branch President, serving for ten years 
in that calling.  On June 25, 1978, he was released, and James A. Cooper was sustained 
as Branch President, with A. Richard Morris and Fenton Bird Flying as counselors.  
Brother Cooper had returned with his family to live in the Branch after many years in the 
Hickory area, where he served as Branch President, and as President of the North 
Carolina West District.
	In November of 1980, Ellison F. Rudd was called as Branch President and 
President Cooper was released, and in March of 1981 President Rudd was set apart as 
Bishop, as Cherokee became a Ward in the Asheville Stake.  Bishop Rudd’s counselors 
were Jerry Huntsman and Ronald Blythe.  During Bishop Rudd’s time of service, 
approval was given to build a new chapel on land purchased along U.S. Highway 441, 
just South of the Reservation  boundary.  With completion of the new meetinghouse, the 
Ward has had full facilities for all of the Church programs.
	Following Bishop Rudd have been Bishops Kevin R. West, Harry D. (Butch) Hart, and, beginning in 1997, Bishop Jerry J. Huntsman. 


MARION WARD

	The Hollifield area, up Armstrong Creek along what is now N.C. Highway 226A, 
was the home of a number of the earliest members to join the L.D.S. Church in Western 
North Carolina.  The first recorded baptism in that area was that of Samuel Fleming 
Crisson, on November 9, 1896.  He was baptized by Elder Robert R. Judd, and confirmed 
by Elder Charles S. Roberts.  He was baptized in Armstrong Creek, and that small stream 
served as a place for baptisms for the next eighty years, until the completion of a 
meetinghouse in Marion in the 1970s.  On August 2, 1918, also in Armstrong Creek, 
Samuel J. (Tilden) Crisson, his wife Mary Etta Elliott Crisson, and their two sons Price 
Wesley and Louis Gaston Crisson were baptized, resulting in three generations of 
members of the Church.
	While the missionaries were visiting the Crisson families, they  apparently also 
met with the Hollifields, who lived nearby.  Perry Hollifield, who was only fifteen in 
1896, met the missionaries at that time, but did not become a member of the Church 
himself until 1921.  By the 1930s there were several families of members, and regular 
Sunday School meetings were held in their homes.  The neighborhood was known as 
Hollifield, because of the post office operated by Perry Hollifield.
	In 1943, Perry Hollifield decided that it was time for them to have a permanent 
meetinghouse.  He donated and acre of land on a hillside near his home, and donated cut 
stone from a quarry on his farm, to build the foundation of a meetinghouse building, as 
well as stone steps leading down to a roadway below.  Perry also donated timber for the 
construction of the building, which was cut in a sawmill owned by his son-in-law Carl 
Boyd.  Price Crisson donated hardwood logs from which pews were built for the 
building.  Construction began on September 27, 1943, and the building was completed 
in the Summer of 1945.  On November 6, 1945, a conference was held and the building 
was dedicated by Elder Matthew Cowley of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles. 
	A branch organization was not formalized until October 6 of the following year, 
at which time the Hollifield Branch was organized, with Perry Hollifield as its first 
Branch President, and with Tilden Crisson and Carl Boyd as counselors. The building 
they constructied was the first Church meetinghouse in the Western area of North 
Carolina, and the Hollifield Branch was the only organized unit of the Church in the area, 
until the reorganization of the Cherokee Sunday School in 1947.  In its early days, the 
Hollifield Branch was occasionally attended by members from as far away as Avery 
County on the North, and Rutherford County to the South.  
	In the early 1960s it was decided to close the Hollifield Branch, as most members 
lived in Marion and its surroundings, and so meetings were held in Marion from then on.  
One of the first meeting places in Marion was above Brother Archie Page’s office on 
East Court Street.  From there, the meetings moved to the old Masonic Hall on West 
Henderson Street, then to an old church building on Tate Street, then to a building on 
South Main Street, and finally to another unoccupied church on Fleming Avenue, that 
served the Branch from 1970 through 1974.
	Among the early branch presidents were:
Perry Hollifield, 1946; Houston C. Worley, 1951 (with counselors Homer Winters and 
Tilden Crisson); Lester McDaniel, 1962, Ora Nielson, 1966, Paul J. Paris, 1968; Archie 
Page, 1969; Donald C. Wall, 1972, Alex Cobb, 1973, and Amos Fortenberry, 1975.
	In 1971, property was purchased on Airport Road for construction of a permanent 
meeting house.  After many months of fund-raising, construction began in early 1974 and 
the building was completed in December of that year.  It was dedicated by Mission 
President Charles M. Alexander on June 20, 1976.  In the early 1980s the building was 
expanded with additional classrooms, a full new Chapel, and a cultural hall area.  
	In 1997, special  activities were held to commemorate the Hollifield chapel as the 
first L.D.S. meetinghouse built in the Asheville Stake. 

HENDERSONVILLE WARD

	The first known member to settle in Henderson County was Jean Pinegar Hyder.  
She was a Utah native, though her ancestors were from Tennessee and Georgia.  In 1939 
she met Jesse Hyder, a Henderson County native who was serving in the Army and was 
stationed at Fort Douglas, in Salt Lake City.   Jesse had enlisted in 1935 because there 
were no jobs in Henderson County.  Even when he had been able to find work, the pay 
had been only 75 cents to a dollar a day.  They married, and on Jesse’s discharge in 1940, 
moved back to Hendersonville.  Jean was pregnant with their first child when they 
moved.  Since the nearest branch of the Church was the newly-organized one in 
Hollifield, near Marion, Jean was notified that her records had been sent to that branch. 
Unable to locate the Hollifield meetinghouse for some time, Jean did not have a place to 
attend meetings. Still unable to find work at home, Jesse went to Charleston, South 
Carolina, to work in the shipyards.  Jean joined him until he was called back into the 
service in 1942, and then went back to Hendersonville to live with Jesse's father for the 
duration of World War II.  Jean found that there was a branch of the Church in 
Greenville, South Carolina, and attended meetings there when she could.
	In 1947, missionaries returned to the Buncombe-Henderson County area, and they 
came into contact with Jean by meeting a friend of hers on a bus in Asheville.  Not long 
after that first contact, a pair of missionaries began laboring in Hendersoville, and they 
soon found the Honeycutt families, who had recently moved to the area from Atlanta.  
She immediately became friends with Lamont and Louise Honeycutt and their family, 
and began attending Sunday School at the Honeycutt home.  Later, the meetings were 
held at the Hyder home, then in Carrie Jackson’s home, in the City Hall, and in the Scout 
cabin on North Main Street.
	In 1952, the members in the Hendersonville area were invited to join with those 
from Asheville to become part of a new combined branch, soon named the Royal Pines 
Branch.  For the next twenty years, members from Henderson County were part of the 
Royal Pines Branch.  Finally, on May 19, 1972, the Hendersonville Branch was 
organized.  At that time, members from Transylvania County who had been meeting as 
the Brevard Branch, joined to add strength to the new branch, and James Cannon of the 
former Brevard Branch was called to serve as Branch President.  He served until back 
surgery and a resulting change in career required his release in the Fall of 1975.  At that time oneof his counselors, James K. Dahle, was called as Branch President.  Meetings 
were held in the Girl Scout building in City-owned Edwards Park.  Soon, though, land 
was purchased West of the Hendersonville City limits on U.S. 64, Brevard Road, for 
construction of a permanent meetinghouse.  Construction of the meetinghouse began 
with a groundbreaking sevice on August 11, 1976.  To help with their part of the 
building’s cost, members contracted many parts of the construction, including the 
roofing, interior painting and stone work, both in the building and for a large retaining 
wall at the side of the parking area.  The new meetinghouse was completed in the 
Summer of 1977, with the first meeting being held in the new building on August 9.  On 
August 6, 1978, the Branch Presidency was reorganized and Jere Hyder, son of Jean and 
Jesse Hyder, was called as Branch President.
	Finally, on July 1, 1979, the Hendersonville Branch became a Ward, and 
President Jere Hyder was ordained as its first Bishop with Samuel Baldwin and James 
R. Cannon as counselors.  He was released in 1980 in order to serve as a county 
commissioner.  James B. Arnold was next called as bishop, with James. R. Cannon and 
Dempsey Bailey as counselors.   The Ward has continued in the years since, to benefit 
from the general growth of the Henderson County area, as well as from active missionary 
and fellowshipping efforts.  In 1985(?), the Transylvania County members were divided 
off

 to again form a Brevard Branch, but the Ward has continued to grow and become 
stronger each year.

FOREST CITY

	In the early 1940s the Ishmael and Minnie Gosnell family moved from Gaston 
County to Rutherford County.  Brother Gosnell was a member of the Church, and had 
grown up in the home of his parents, Melvin and Pearl Gosnell, who had held a regular 
home Sunday School.  After moving to Rutherford County, the Ishmael Gosnell family 
went back to Gaston County at times on the weekend so that they could attend a Church 
meeting, and also at times made the long and slow trip on U.S. 221 to the Hollifield 
Branch north of Marion.  Their children enjoyed going to Holloifield, as there were a 
number of young people in that Branch of nearly the same ages.
	In 1947, Minnie was baptized, and finally, in 1949, Nola Gosnell, Ishmael’s 
sister, moved to the town of Ruth in Rutherford County.  With Nola’s arrival in the area, 
it was decided to begin a regular home Sunday School, meeting in Ishmael’s home.  That 
Sunday School continued through 1952, when Nola married and moved to Spindale.  Her 
new home was larger, and so the Sunday School was held in Spindale from that time on.  
They were made a dependant Sunday School of the Spartanburg S.C. Ward, which 
provided them with Sacrament supplies, hymn and lesson books.    Over the next fifteen 
years that Sunday School was faithfully held, and the congregation gradually grew, both 
through converts and through families moving in from other areas.
	In 1967, the Willard Simmons family returned to the Rutherfordton area from 
Ogden Utah.   Brother Simmons was an experienced Priesthood leader, and was active 
and faithful in his support of the group.  On ovember 26 of that year, the Rutherford County Branch of the Church was organized by mission President C. Kearns Ferre.  His 
counselors were T. R.  Chapman, who had just been transferred by his employer from the 
Hickory area, and Guy H. Roberts.  Sister Ava Roberts was sustained as Relief society 
President and Sister Nola Foster as Primary President.
	A small white house on Main Street was rented as a meetinghouse, and the 
Branch was in operation. As the membership grew during the next few years, that 
building was outgrown and the meetings were moved to a larger rented house on 
Broadway.  In 1972, with the organization of the Charlotte and Greenville S.C. Stakes, 
the Forest City Branch was made part of the new Charlotte Stake.  Becoming part of a 
stake instead of a mission district provided increased leadership training and support for 
the branch, further strengthening the growing group
	In February, 1974, groundbreaking ceremnies were held for construction of a new 
meeinghouse, at a site that had been purchased on Mt. Pleasant  Church Road in the 
Alexander Mills community.  The building was completed in November, just in time for 
the traditional Branch Thanksgiving dinner.  Having their own meetingouse at last was 
the realization of a dream come true.  The branch continued to grow, and in 1979 another 
important step forward occurred.  The Forest City Branch was once more joined together 
with Church units in the Western part of the state, as it was included in the new Asheville 
Stake. 
	Continuing growth of the branch resulted in approval of and construction of the 
second phase of the meetinghouse in 1981 and early 1982.  It was completed in May of 
1982, and included a full chapel and a cultural hall, as well as offices and additional 
classrooms.  In the Fall of 1983, under the direction of Stake President L. Andrew Goad, 
the Forest City Branch was organized into the Forest City Ward, and Branch President 
T. Russell Chapman was called as its first bishop, serving until July of 1987.  He was 
followed by Bishops George Padgett, Roy Ray and Gary Beaumont.

ROYAL PINES - ASHEVILLE

	As in other parts of the mountain country, missionaries came to the Asheville area 
at times all through the mid-1800s, and their work resulted in a number of converts.  
Most who joined the Church, however, were rejected by family and friends and oftern 
suffered outright persecution.  Most, therefore, left for the West, and any small branch 
organizations were short-lived.  We have already noted (on page 6) the conversion of 
many members of the Whitaker and other families in the Eastern part of Buncombe 
County during the 1870s and 1880s, but most of those either joined the move West or 
lived their religion quietly without being able to attend Church meetings.  As late as 
1907, the Asheville City Council denied Elders Parker and Clark permission to preach 
on the streets, although other denominations did so.  Many missionaries were subjected 
to physical assault at the hands of mobs and were ordered to leave the area under threat 
of death.
	In about 1896, James Allen Kieth and his wife Sarah Ball Kieth came to the 
Asheville from the Jupiter/Alexander area of North Buncombe County.  They moved into 
a large two story home on Carroll Street, just North and East of the McCormick Field 
baseball park, and raised their large family there.  They eventually became parents of ten children.  As part of their means of family income, they took in boarders in their home.  
One day just after the turn of the Century, two missionaries of the Church became 
stranded in Asheville, and prayed for guidance as to what to do.  They were led to call 
on the Kieth family and were welcomed in.  They taught and baptized Sister Kieth and 
several of her children, as well as two family friends.  From that time on, the Kieths 
provided a “home away from home” for any traveling missionaries of the Church that 
passed through.  James never joined the Church, but supported the family fully in their 
membership and activity.  Over the years, the area became known as “Mormon Hollow” 
because of the Kieths’ hospitality.
	The Kieths’ oldest daughter, Mattie, was courted by and married a returned 
missionary from Utah, and she moved there to raise her family.  A number of her 
brothers and sisters eventually moved West as well, including Will, who fell in love with 
and married a sister of Mattie’s husband.  Mattie’s younger sister Lucille also moved to 
Utah for a time, but returned to marry Sankey Wells Israel, a local plastering contractor 
in Asheville, in 1920.  Lucille Israel’s home was to become one of the earliest meeting 
places for what became the Asheville Branch of the Church, as well as--like her Mother’s 
home a generation before--a welcome place to stay for traveling missionaries.
	In January, 1929, the Southern States Mission was divided, and North Carolina 
became part of the new East Central States Mission, with headquarters in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The new mission was smaller than the old Southern States Mission, but the 
effects of the Great Depression, followed by wartime conditions during World War II, 
meant that there were fewer contacts with missionaries than had been true in the decades 
before.  In fact, all missionaries were called home in 1942, and none returned to the 
Asheville area until 1947.  During that long period, Lucille Israel, having no contact with 
other members, attended a Baptist church for some time.  She continued to think of 
herself as a Mormon, however, and raised her children to love the Church and to consider 
themselves Mormons as well.  This was particularly true of her oldest daughter, Sarah, 
who was to soon figure prominently in growth of the Church in the Asheville area.
	While there was still no formal branch organization in Buncombe or Henderson 
Counties,  other members of the Church had been moving into the area, including Walter 
and Catherine Brewington and Fred and Lenorah Martin.  At first, they were unaware of 
each other, and no Church meetings were held.  
	Fred Martin had come from South Carolina to work in a textile mill in the 
Woodfin area, and had moved his family to the company mill town, Martel Village.   
After they had lived there for some time,  the missionaries told them they had located the 
Israel family.  The two families began having Sunday School meetings together at the 
Martin home, and were soon joined by the Brewingtons.  Walter Brewington was a local 
barber who had also joined the Church in South Carolina before moving to Asheville in 
1936.  Catherine Brewington attended Church meetings regularly, though she did not join 
the Church for several years.
	In 1943, the Martins were contacted by Lt. Ralph King, a military dentist assigned 
to the Army hospital at Oteen.  The Kings were from Utah, and had been given the 
Martin family’s address by contacting the Mission Home.  Some time later, another 
officer, Lt. Hallam and his family, arrived from the West, adding to the group.  Later, 
after the King and Hallam families left, Brother Martin continued conducting meetings in his home. 
	In the two years following the end of World War II, the Church became  
established firmly in the Asheville area through a series of rapidly-moving events.  In 
1946, the Crockers, a strong and experienced L.D.S. family from Atlanta, moved to 
Asheville.  As Fred Martin’s daughter Leslie Martin McKean records, “One highly 
significant factor was the arrival of Brother A. Thomas Crocker and his family who 
moved to Asheville from Atlanta, Georgia.  As a professional, he established, owned and 
operated the large twelve-booth Thomas Salon of Beauty in connection with Winners’ 
Department Store, which was owned and operated by some good Jewish people.  Brother 
Crocker was a great and humble man, with much valuable past experience in the Church.  
He was the first man I ever knew who could work as hard, and sacrifice as much for the 
Church as I saw my father do.”  The Crocker family added greatly in strengthening the 
group.  Sunday School meetings continued for a time in the Martin home in Martel 
Village, and then in about 1947 at the home of Lucille and Sankey Israel on Sweeten 
Creek Road across from Edgewood Road (where the Cimmaron Apartments are presently 
located.
	Meantime, a further boost to growth came with the assignment of full-time 
missionaries to live and work in Asheville.  Sarah Israel recorded in her journal that they 
first came on July 24, 1947, the Centennial anniversary of the Mormon Pioneers reaching 
the Salt Lake Valley.   Three months later North Carolina became part of a new  Central 
Atlantic States Mission, on October 26.  While the new mission headquarters was still 
far away, this time in Roanoke, Virginia, the new Mission President, James Robert Price, 
was aggressive in stengthening Church organizations in local areas.  On May 9, 1948, the 
Asheville Branch was formally organized, with A. Thomas Crocker as President.  His 
counselors were T. A. Page from Marion and Lamont Honeycutt from Hendersonville.  
(It’s assumed that those two brethren were actually seldom in Asheville, but operated 
dependent Sunday Schools in their own communities.)  A meeting place was arranged 
in a rented hall at 75½ Broadway.  In the next four years the meeting place was noved to 
the Labor Hall on Patton Avenue, and finally to the Odd Fellows Hall on Ravencroft 
Drive.   In November, 1948, the first two missionaries to be called from the area, Leslie 
Martin and Leo Honecutt, were called to labor in the Central Atlantic States Mission and 
traveled to Roanoke to be set apart.  
	 In April of 1951, Oliver Davis, who lived in Seattle, Washington and had joined 
the Church there in 1949, returned to Asheville--his birthplace--for a visit, and he 
attended the Branch meetings on Sunday, where he first met Sarah Israel.  Returning in 
June to court her, he began a roofing business.  By the time Oliver arrived, one of the 
full-time missionaries, Elder DuWayne Baldwin, was the Branch President.  Then, at a 
District Conference in Asheville on August 26, 1951, Oliver was called by President 
Price as Asheville Branch President, choosing Walter Brewington and Fred Martin as 
counselors.
	The new branch presidency began organizing activities to raise funds for building 
a permanent meetinghouse, including the sale of Christmas trees and other projects.  
After the return of Oliver and  Sarah from their trip to Utah where they were married in 
the Salt Lake Temple, efforts were increased to find a way to begin building a 
meetinghouse.  In late 1952, with the approval of then Mission President Claude W. Nalder, Oliver and his counselors met with members of the Church who had been 
holding a Sunday School in the Hendersonville area, suggesting that they combine to 
form a larger branch, and find a meetinghouse in the area between the two cities.  The 
response was favorable.  Sarah Davis’ father, Sankey Israel, was a member of the Valley 
Springs Grange, which met in a building on Overlook Road in Skyland.  He suggested 
approaching the Grange about renting their building on Sunday, and a rent of $40 per 
month was arranged. 
	The first meeting of the combined group was held on Easter Sunday, April 1, 
1953.  Attendance averaged near forty and grew slowly over the following years.  On 
July  16, Oliver Davis was called as President of the new, larger branch, and he chose as 
counselors Lamont Honeycutt from Hendersonville, and Joseph Ramsey from Asheville 
as his counselors.  Both of those men were owners of small businesses and had financial 
expertise, which was to be a great help in financing and building the new meetinghouse.  
Jean Hyder, from Hendersonille, was called as Relief Society President, with Lucille 
Israel and Katherine Brewington  from Asheville as her counselors.  Louise Honeycutt, 
Lamont’s wife, was called as President of theYoung Womens’ MIA.  
	A committee was formed to search for a suitable building site, and they 
recommended a parcel of nine small building lots that was part of the Royal Pines 
Subdivision, at the corner of Roscraggon and Sweeten Creek Roads, just a mile from the 
place they were meeting.  The property was purchased for $2,000.  The combined 
building fund savings of the two groups totaled $5400 by that time, and approval was 
received to construct a meetinghouse.   In November of 1953 the name of the branch was 
changed to the Royal Pines Branch, chosen because the housing development area in 
which their new building lot was located. Ground was broken for the new building in the 
Summer of 1954, with President Nalder presiding, and 38 happy members and friends 
attending the ceremony.  (See “Royal Pines Meetinghouse” in Part 3) The new 
meetinghouse was completed in May of 1956, and meetings in the new building began 
on May 26.  The building was dedicated by Elder Sterling W. Sill on February 27. 1957.
	 At its organization in 1953, the Royal Pines Branch was the only organized 
branch in the State located west of the Hollifield Branch in McDowell County.  In 
essence, then, its boundaries included all of the western mountain counties of the State--from Buncombe County north and west to the Tennessee border.  Jean Hyder remembers 
in those early days trying to make contact with Sisters in Waynesville and Cherokee, 
sometimes by all-day travel, most often by mail.
	During the mid-1950s and into the 1960s, however, major changes began.  
Missionary work increased, and more and more members of the Church from other areas 
began moving in.  That first combining of tiny groups in Asheville and Hendersonville 
to form the Royal Pines Branch ushered in a forty-year period of transition, during which 
various divisions and recombinations were made to gradually strengthen small groups 
and help them become independent, reducing areas as rapidly as possible so that each 
unit could make more contact with its members and travel distances be reduced.
	For the Royal Pines Branch, the first such change was the organization of the 
Cherokee Branch in January, 1956, to include all the areas west of Haywood County.  
Then in October, 1966, the Brevard Branch was organized in Transylvania County.  On 
November 18, 1972 came the next major change.  The Henderson County members were divided from the Branch and combined with Brevard Branch members to form a new 
Brevard-Hendersonville Branch, and the remaining unit became the Royal Pines Ward 
of the new Greenville South Carolina Stake, with Branch President Robert D. Collier set 
apart as its first bishop.  During Bishop Collier’s time of service, the Waynesville Branch 
was brought in as a dependent Branch to the Royal Pines Ward, and then later was made 
fully independent again.  In early 1979, the ward was divided, with the northern part--north of the I-240 crosstown expressway and from there to the Tennessee State line being 
called the Asheville Ward.  The area south of the expressway remained as the Royal 
Pines Ward.	On 26 November 1979, the next major change came, with the 
organization of the Asheville Stake.  The two wards in Asheville continued for the next 
two years.  However, in 1980, it was realized that driving distances to the Asheville 
meetinghouse meant some loss of activity of those in northern Madison County, and a 
decision was made to create a Mars Hill Branch. That reduction in numbers of the 
Asheville ward made full operation difficult, since the ward was already small.  During 
that year as well, several families moved away during an exonomic slowdown in the area, 
and in 1982, the Asheville and Royal Pines wards were recombined into a single ward.  
At that time, the name “Royal Pines,” which had been used since 1953, disappeared as 
the name of a Church unit.
	On January 13, 1985, a further change was made.  The Mars Hill branch was 
discontinued and a Weaverville Branch formed, which included the northern part of the 
Asheville Ward.  Finally, in 1988, the Asheville Central Branch was formed, to serve the 
“inner city” area of Asheville, taking in the downtown and West Asheville areas.  
	There will certainly be further divisions as membership increases.  However, 
during the mid-1990s the Asheville Ward has reached a level of organization and activity 
only dreamed of a few decades ago.  Membership has increased until a well-organized  
Ward operates within boundaries including only part of the Asheville metropolitan area.  
Within that limited area, however, are enough active members to result in a regular 
weekly attendance of over 200 persons.  All organizations are fully staffed and activities 
well organized and attended.  Such growth and strengthening of Church membership in 
the Asheville area has been a joy to all of us to see come about.



WAYNESVILLE WARD

	The earliest information connecting the Church to Haywood County is the 
fascinating story  of Utah Mountain (for that story in full, see “The Story of Waynesville 
Ward” by Bobby Davis in Part 3).  Missionary work began in earnest in the Waynesville 
area in 1947, and in 1949 an attempt was made to hold meetings in an apple packing shed 
in Hazelwood.  In 1950, James and Laura Simmons moved from Asheville to 
Waynesville, and began a Sunday School in their home, which met regularly until they 
moved back to Asheville in 1953.  In March of 1956 the Simmons family returned, and 
a Sunday School was again organized.  As recorded in Brother Davis’ story, various 
organizations were arranged between Waynesville, Cherokee and far-off Hayesville, to 
keep meetings going in those three locations.  At times, Brother Simmons would travel all the way to Hayesville to help with their meetings, and at times Brother George Bristol 
would come from Hayesville to Waynesville to help in a similar way.  Relief Society, 
Primary and M.I.A. meetings for the youth were also held, whenever there were enough 
members to organize and conduct such meetings.  In February, 1957, the Waynesville 
Branch was first officially organized, with James Simmons as Branch President, George 
Bristol of Hayesville (75 miles west of Waynesville) as first counselor, and Clarence Sill 
of Waynesville as second counselor.    
	The branch grew and became better organized during that year,and on October 
20, 1957, the first branch conferencewas held.  Meetings had been originally held in the 
American Legion Hall, but by this time a guest house of an estate on Banner Avenue was 
being rented.  It was just right, but later on the lease was ended, and meetings moved to 
the Masonic Hall and then to the Moose Lodge.  During the next several years, the 
branch membership was small, and at times when several movedaway, meetings were 
discontinued for a time, though there were a few faithful members in Haywood County 
continually.
	In 1964, it was decided to combine Waynesville members with the Cherokee 
Branch.  Members in Waynesville traveled to Cherokee for meetings and activities.  
Membership in the Cherokee Branch continued until 1969.  By that time, the Vernon 
Woods family, strong members from South Carolina, had moved to Waynesville, and in 
June of 1969, it was approved to re-establish the Waynesville Branch.  Brother Woods 
was sustained as Branch President, with Bobby M. Davis and Vere F. Daniels as 
counselors.  By August, a meeting place had been rented at 215 South Richland Avenue 
and the branch organized as a dependent branch of the Royal Pines Branch in Asheville.  
A group of members in the Canton area who had been attending the Royal Pines Branch 
were transferred to the Waynesville Branch.  The attendance and activity began to grow, 
and the branch finally became permanently established as a unit of the Church for 
Haywood County.
	In the Spring of 1970, Vernon Woods was transferred to Beaufort, South 
Carolina.  The District Presidency decided to call Oliver Davis, a long-time friend and 
supporter of members in Waynesville, to replace Brother Woods as Branch President.  
Brother Davis traveled faithfully to Waynesvillefrom his home in Asheville for six years 
while serving as branch president.  In 1973, he was inspired to recommend purchase of 
a meetinghouse in Clyde that had been vacated by another denomination, and to finance 
from his own funds an extensive remodeling program for that building.  Branch members 
became involved in dozens of remodeling projects, and that built a feeling of unity that 
greatly strengthened the Branch.  During the seventeen years the branch met in Clyde, 
the branch presidents included, besides Oliver Davis, Verlin Hannah, E. Clifton Horne, 
Jr. (during two different periods), Stephen T. Reed, Richard Ledford, Roland Carter, Tim 
Pegram and Lester Arnold.
	During the 1980s, the branch matured and many good things happened.  The first 
missionaries were sent out from the branch, and by the end of the decade, six had served 
full-time missions--Jesse Hampton, Jr., Neil Ferguson, Steven Smith, Sean Carlson, Scott 
Rabideau and Kevin Deaver.  During the close of that time, land was purchased for a new 
meetinghouse in Foxfire Estates, along N.C. State highway 209, and in 1990, 
construction was approved.  The new meetinghouse was completed and meetings began in the new building on February 10, 1991.
	On October 25, 1992 another milestone was reached, when the Waynesville 
Branch became the Waynesville Ward of the Asheville Stake, with Dennis Jordan set 
apart as its first bishop.  				

BREVARD BRANCH

	While a formal organization did not begin in Brevard until the early 1960s, there 
were members in Transylvania County in the early 1900s.  The O’Shields families and 
the Daniels family lived in the Rosman area.  The first record of baptisms was when Zora 
Galloway and John Russell O’Shields were baptized in the fork of the rivers above 
Rosman in 1933.  John was twelve at the time.  John married Elsie Mae Galloway, who 
was baptized in October of 1952.  
	Meetings were held in various homes on an irregular basis all through the 1950s. 
Around 1955, after Fred and Lena Saunders moved to Brevard, the Saunders and 
Galloways began holding Sunday School together, taking turns in each of their homes.  
That home Sunday School continued to be held.
	In 1962, another important step forward--an unusual one.  For a period of several 
months, the missionaries operated a program of making friends with young children and 
bringing them together for activities, then getting their parents’ permission to baptize 
them whether the family as a whole was interested or not.  Problems in fellowshipping 
children who were members and whose parents were not, especially in the small branches 
which were the rule at the time, led to the program soon being discontinued.  In Brevard, 
however, three of those young people who were newly baptized--Tony Terry, Garland 
Parris and Peggy Powers--were school classmates with a fourth, JoAnne O’Shields, who 
was already a member.  That group of four became close friends and discussed the 
Gospel regularly.  As they reached high school, they not only attended the Frevard Home 
Sunday School regularly, but began to travel together to meet at the Royal Pines Branch, 
especially for Wednesday night MIA meetings--traveling an hour each way.
	Due to the distance and the cost of traveling, they were not able to go every week, 
but went as often as they could get someone to drive them.  By the time Tony turned 
sixteen and had obtained his driver’s license, he was able to get permission to drive quite 
regularly.  He was soon ordained a Priest, and President Oliver Davis of the Royal Pines 
Branch authorized him to administer the sacrament on Sunday mornings in home Sunday 
School.  To that nucleus of teens were soon added several brothers and sisters of the four 
as well as Peggy’s mother.  In 1962 those four sixteen year-olds prevailed on one of 
JoAnne’s older married cousins, Ernest O’Shields and his wife, to take the four hour trip 
to Mt. Airy NC to obtain their Patriarchal Blessings from Patriarch David Hiatt.
	The Sunday School continued to be held in homes through 1966.  In that year, 
three strong families moved into the area, the Arlon Chaffin family and later, the James 
Arnolds and James Cannons.  Brother Chaffin was with the government Job Corps, and 
Brother Arnold came to work at the DuPont film plant.  A Brevard Branch was organized 
on October 16, 1966 with Arlon Chaffin as President, and arrangements were made to 
meet in the American  Legion Hall in Brevard.   In December, 1966, when the Arnolds 
arrived, he was called as a counselor to President Chaffin along with James Cannon as second counselor. After the Chaffin family moved in June of 1967, Brother Arnold was 
called as Branch President, with the only other active priesthood bearer, James Cannon, 
as his counselor.  However, in the Fall of 1967, the Dewey Keller family was baptized, 
and soon after that, Morris Hunnicutt and a year later the Tom Helms family, neighbors 
of the Kellers, were fellowshipped into the branch.  The group grew stronger and more 
capable.
	Then in July of 1970, Brother Arnold was asked by the DuPont Company, his 
employer, to transfer to Luxembourg, and James R. Cannon was sustained and set apart 
as Branch President by District President Asahel Wilson. 
	 The Brevard Branch continued in operation until 1972, when its members joined 
with those in Henderson County to form the Hendersonville Ward.  Members from 
Transylvania County continued to meet as members of the Hendersonville Ward until
April, 1987, when the decision was made to divide once more and to organize a Brevard 
Branch, with Dempsey Bailey as Branch President.  The new Brevard Branch continued 
to meet in the Hendersonville Ward meetinghouse until 1991, when a new meetinghouse 
was completed on Neely Road, next to the College Walk subdivision.

FRANKLIN BRANCH

	The city of Franklin is the county seat of Macon County, and is built near the site 
of an ancient Cherokee Indian village of Nikwasi whose location is marked by a mound 
several hundred yards from the Little Tennessee River, in a beautiful valley situated 
between the Cowee and Nantahala Mountains.  The first White settlers were the Scotch-Irish immigrants, who began arriving about the time of the Anmerican Revolution.
	As in other areas, missionaries of the Church began traveling through the area in 
the mid-1800s, though the first recorded baptisms in the area are not until the early 
1900s.  From the 1950s until 1972, members from Macon County attended the Cherokee 
Granch when possible, and Macon County was included within the Cherokee Branch 
boundaries.  In that year of 1972, two important developments started a series of changes.  
In that year, Warren and Dorothy Graham, members of the Church from Florida, moved 
to the Franklin area.  The began searching for other members of the Church, walking the 
streets and asking local residents, as well as running newspaper ads to find other 
members.
	Also duringthat time, William (Bill)  Zickgraf, a son of the owner of Zickgraf 
Lumber company in Franklin, returned home to join the family business.  In September 
of 1972, Mission President Rex. D. Pinegar and District President James Cooper (at that 
time living in Hickory) came to Franklin and organized the Franklin Branch.  Members 
from the Hayesville-Andrews-Murphy area were included in the Franklin Branch for a 
time, and Vernon Barmes from Robbinsville was called as a counselor in the presidency. 
Meetings began in the Slagle Memorial Building.  As in many other rented halls, 
members of the Branch were required to clean the meeting room each Sunday morning 
to remove the trash left from Saturday night parties.   The new Branch began to grow.  
.  
	In 1980, a building on U.S. Highway 441 several miles north of town, between 
Franklin and Sylva, was purchased for use by the branch, and membership was combined with those in the Sylva-Culhowee area.  Dr. Joe Kent Kerby was called as Branch 
President of the combined group.  He served until 1979, when the Asheville Stake was 
formed and he was called to be a counselor in the Stake Presidency.  At that time, Larry 
Stuckey was called as Branch President, abnd he was followed by Johnnie Louie Simms 
and then by Ben Malone in 1981.  
	In May of 1980 the Stake Presidency began a series of moves to upgrade each 
branch and ward, to reduce travel distances for members, and to provide a meetinghouse 
built to Church standards for each unit.  For a time, the changes meant that the Franklin 
Branch became considerably smaller.  Vernon Barmes was called to be president of a 
newly-created Murphy Branch, and the members from that area were transferred to 
membership in the new branch.  In 1982, members from the Sylva and Culhowee areas 
were transferred to the Cherokee unit in order that it could be made a Ward.  However, 
sustained attendance from the Macon County area resulted in Franklin Branch qualifying 
for a new two-phase meetinghouse, and in 1983 land was purchased in the Iotla 
community on Bryson City Road.  In 1984, Kenneth Anderson was called as Branch 
President, and presided during the demanding time when the new meetinghouse was 
completed.  Since that time, the Franklin Branch has continued to grow, and looks 
forward to the time in the near future when it will become the Franklin Ward of the 
Asheville N.C. Stake.

ASHEVILLE CENTRAL BRANCH

	In 1987, the Asheville Stake Presidency had become increasingly concerned with 
the difficulty  experienced by members and potential members in the Asheville city 
central area who did not have good transportaton, to be able to attend the Asheville Ward 
with its meetinghouse eleven miles south of the city.  After several discussions with the 
Mission Presidency, it was decided to assign a missionary couple, Elder and Sister James 
Easter, to begin laboring in the city center area.  Meetings were begun in January, 1988 
in the Asheville city’s Montford Recreation Center, and within a few weeks Elder Easter  
was called to be the Branch President of a new Asheville Central Branch.  The Branch 
boundaries included much of the city center and extended as far south as the Swannanoa 
River, and for some distance into West Asheville.  By 1979 a decision was made to 
purchase and remodel a home at 172 West Chestnut Street.  The home was owned by the 
widow of a well-known consulting engineer, who had operated his business from that 
home for many years.  Local legend is that at one time, a young man named Walter Elias 
Disney was hired for a time as a draftsman and worked in the home.  He was let go, the 
story goes, because he spent too much time drawing cartoons instead of doing his 
drafting work.
	After much hard work by the Easters and other members, the building was ready 
for use, and meetings were held in that location.  Elder Easter continued as Branch 
President until the completion of their mission in 1989.  At that time, Brother C. Oley 
Pike from the Weaverville Ward was called to be Branch President, and he filled a nine-month special assignment in that position.  
	At the end of 1989, Richard Ledford, who had moved from the Asheville Ward, 
was called to be Branch President, and he served until 1991 when he moved away and Brother Paul Calloway was called as Branch President.  He had moved to Asheville to 
fly the Memorial Mission Hospital emergency helicopter, and then stayed on to run a 
building and remodeling contracting business.  His wife, Sister Connie Calloway, served 
as Relief Society President as well as Seminary teacher.  Guy Huffstetler and Gary 
Bennett were called as his counselors.
	In February of 1994, Brother Calloway was released and Idris Rasheed was called 
as Branch President.  President Rasheed chose Gary Bennett and John D. Hensen served 
as counselors.  Brother Henson later moved, and Willie Warren was called to be second 
counselor.	
	When the building on West Chestnut Street was purchased, the property included 
nearly two acres in the center of the block behind the house.  Arrangements were also 
made to purchase an abandoned home on Courtland Avenue that adjoined the property, 
as well as a third abandoned home in the rear of the houses on Pearson Drive.  In 1993, 
approval was given to build a small meetinghouse on that property, with an entrance on 
Courtland Ave.  A small but beautiful building was completed and dedicated in 1994.  
The old house was leased to Buncombe County for office use--the city to pay no rent, but 
to take care of all operating expenses and maintenance.


WEAVERVILLE WARD

	The Weaverville Ward shares, of course, the long history of growth of the Church 
in Buncombe and Madison Counties that has been described above in discussing the 
Asheville Ward.  Until the late 1970s, there had been few members living in Madison 
County.  During that period,  however, more and more moved into the county, including 
Gerald Tomberlin, Gene Breedlove, Roy Ray and their families.  In the Summer of 1980, 
because it was such a distance to travel to meetings at the Asheville Ward, the stake 
presidency approved organization of the Mars Hill Branch, and a house near the 
Burnsville exit of U.S. Highway 19/23 was rented as a meetinghouse.  Gene Breedlove 
was called as branch president.
	The Mars Hill branch continued in operation through 1985.  During that time, 
discussions were held concerning construction of a permanent meetinghouse, and over 
a period of time, it began to appear that a Mars Hill branch would remain small for many 
years, while on the other hand, the Northern Asheville and Weaverville area would likely 
grow rapidly.  Accordingly, a decision was made to close the Mars Hill Branch and to 
organize a new Weaverville Branch, which would include the Madison County members 
as well as those in Buncombe County living north of the I-240 Crosstown Expressway 
in Asheville.  At a meeting held on January 13, 1985 in the Asheville Ward, the proposal 
was presented and accepted, and the Weaverville Branch came into being.  Vernon Clark 
was sustained as Branch President, with Grover Lewis and Gerald Tomberlin as 
counselors.
	The branch continued to meet in the Asheville Ward meetinghouse on Sweeten 
Creek Road, but immediate application was made for construction of a new 
meetinghouse in Weaverville.  Property was purchased on Monticello Road, near the 
Weaverville freeway, and construction of a new meetinghouse began in 1985.  The new meetinghouse was completed and the first meetings held on Sunday, March 9, 1986.  On 
the following Sunday, the first branch conference was held, attended by 147 members.











































