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I Can Follow 
Jesus Christ's 

Example

Jesus said, “Come, 
follow me.”

- Luke 18:22 -

Jesus Christ Is 
the Son of God, 
and He Is a God 

of Miracles

“For behold, I am 
God; and I am a God 
of miracles; … and I 
work not among the 
children of men save
it be according to 

their faith.”

- 2 Nephi 27:23 -

 

 

 

No Ward or 
Branch 

Conferences 
in July or
August. 

Enjoy your 
summer!

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Asheville Stake Primary,

After eight years, my time here in the Asheville Stake is 

drawing to an end. My husband, Jon, is retiring a little earlier than 

planned, so we can help his aging parents with their day-to-day care. 

We'll be moving to Mooresville, NC, and will be in the Lake Norman 

Ward of the Gastonia Stake. If you know anyone in the Lake Norman 

Ward, let me know and I'll look them up! We'll still be in the Columbia 

Temple district, so we hope to cross paths with many of you there. 

Reflecting on this upcoming move has made me grateful for 

many things. I'm grateful for the organization and consistency of the 

church. I know that, although the names will change, we'll be able to 

step right into relationships with the Bishop, the Relief Society 

President, the High Priest Group Leader, home teachers, visiting 

teachers, and so on. I know that our church meetings will have the 

same structure, the lesson schedule will be the same, and the 

restrooms might even be in the same, exact location! I know that the 

members will be loving and willing to serve. 

I'm grateful that the Lord has restored His true and living 

Church upon this earth and that it is the same always. I am grateful 

that when our time in Mooresville comes to an end and we follow the 

Lord's work elsewhere in the world, we will again know what to 

expect! “... for he doth counsel in wisdom over all his works, and his 

paths are straight, and his course is one eternal round.” (Alma 37:12)

 Thank you for this opportunity to serve, for your love, and for 

your support. 

- Diane van Hoff, Asheville Stake Primary Secretary



  

 

 

June 14
Murphy 
Branch 

Conference

The Murphy Branch conference was 
held June 14th.  They have a very 
small Primary averaging 3 or 4 
children. We met with First Counselor 
Susan Ottinger (pictured left) and 
Secretary Dianne Price (right), who 
also are two of their Primary 
teachers. We encouraged them to 
hold regularly scheduled Presidency 

 

 

June 28
Franklin 
Branch

Conference

meetings, which help with organization, and also foster unity as they meet and 
strengthen and uplift each other.  They have two Sunbeam teachers who alternate 
Sundays.  Due to their small numbers, and distance to travel, the Faith in God Program is 
home-based with the children and their parents. Sister Ottinger requested some 
additional training for very small units.  We suggested Handbook 2, Section 17.2.3, 
Adapting the Primary Organization to Local Needs. Also, Sister Kerr of the Blairsville 
Branch was contacted later that day as a possible resource.  She was happy and grateful 
to be of service to the Murphy Branch Primary Presidency.  

We visited with the Franklin Branch on June 28th. 
They also have a very small Primary, averaging 5 or 
6 children.  With all the Stake visitors that day, there 
were 21 Primary children in attendance. The Primary 
leadership was very welcoming, and adapted very 
nicely, filling their Primary room with lots of extra 
chairs for everyone. Their Primary Presidency 
consists of President Linda Cassels (left), who has 
served in that capacity for about 3 years, and First 
Counselor Della Cookston (right), who has served for 
about a year.  Sister Mary Ann Widenhouse is a great 
music chorister and enjoys teaching the children 
music.  They have only two classes, a CTR class and 
a Valiant class, no Sunbeams at this time. One of 
their children speaks very little English, and when he 
was called upon during Sharing Time, he was happy 
to participate, but could not understand what was 
being asked of him.  So another child who is 
bilingual, kindly came up to translate for him.  It was 
a very sweet and happy moment.



  

 Improving Teaching – Increasing Spirituality – Fostering Unity 

Leadership Training Library: Children with Disabilities   We are encouraged to 
follow the Savior's example by offering hope, understanding, and love to those with 
disabilities. 

                                          

 

 

 

 

Week 4:
God speaks

through
prophets.

 

 

July Weeks 3 & 4:
Jesus Christ’s 

example teaches 
me how to live. 

 

July Week 1:
Jesus Christ 

always obeyed 
Heavenly Father. 

July Week 2:
 Jesus Christ 
went about 
doing good. 

 

 
August Week 3:

Jesus Christ 
has power over 

death.

 

 

Week 4:
God speaks

through
prophets.

 

 

August Week 4:
Miracles come to 

those who 
have faith.

 

August Week 2:
Jesus Christ 

can heal 
the sick.

 

 
August Week 1:

Jesus Christ 
is a God of 
miracles.

From Handbook 2: Administering the Church, Section 11.8.6

Children with Special Needs
When a child has a prolonged illness, a disability, or other special 
needs, Primary leaders consult with priesthood leaders and the 
child’s parents to determine ways to help. Children who have 
disabilities are normally included in their regular Primary classes. 
As needed, and where possible, a special teacher may be called 
to attend class with them or to teach them separately.

Leaders and members should not attempt to explain why the 
challenge of a disability has come to a family. They should never 
suggest that a disability is a punishment from God (see John 
9:2–3). Nor should they suggest that it is a blessing to have a 
child who has a disability.

From Handbook 2: Administering the Church, Section 21.1.26

                                        

                                          

To watch a 4:13 minute video about children with 
disabilities  follow the link below (CTRL+Click) or copy and 
paste it into your browser.

https://www.lds.org/service/leadership/primary?lang=eng#children-with-disabilities

More information is available at disabilities.lds.org.   

Members with Disabilities
Priesthood and auxiliary leaders 
should get to know those who have 
disabilities and show genuine 
interest and concern. Priesthood and 
auxiliary leaders also identify 
members who may need additional 
care because a parent, child, or 
sibling has a disability. … Leaders, 
teachers, and other members should 
seek to understand a person’s 
disability and any needs that may be 
associated with it. They can increase 
their understanding by talking with 
the person and his or her family 
members. 

                                        

                                          

https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/primary/11.8.6?lang=eng#118
https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-policies?lang=eng#21.1.26
https://www.lds.org/service/leadership/primary?lang=eng#children-with-disabilities
https://www.lds.org/topics/disability?lang=eng
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