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Jesus Christ 
Restored the 
Fulness of the 
Gospel through 
Joseph Smith

“We believe in the 
same organization 
that existed in the 
Primitive Church”

- Articles of Faith 1:6 -

 

 

 

April 4 & 5
General

Conference

April 19
Marion Ward 
Conference

How wonderful to be studying about prophets in Sharing Time 

this month! What a great preface for the upcoming General 

Conference and the opportunity we have to hear directly from our 

living prophet Thomas S. Monson and other general authorities. 

“Come listen to a prophet’s voice and hear the word of God”(1) is the 

invitation and “….by mine voice or the voice of my servant, it is the 

same.” is the authorization of the prophets called of God. (D&C 1:38)

This year we have the bonus blessing of General Conference 

falling on Easter Sunday! I cannot think of a better way to celebrate 

Easter than to gather our loved ones near us to reflect on the 

atonement and resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ around the 

conference sessions. May our faith increase, may our families be 

strengthened and our love for others become Christ-like as we “listen 

to a prophet’s voice” (1) testify of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

General Conference is as close as it gets to sitting at the 

Savior’s feet and hearing his words.  Through computers, television, 

ipads and so on, technology has brought the conference sessions right 

to our chapels and homes. We can take advantage of this marvelous 

opportunity to teach our Primary children a love of General 

Conference and to express gratitude for having these prophetic 

messages readily available to us.  

How grateful I am for the opportunity to serve you as you 

serve the children of the kingdom of God. I testify to you that our 

Savior Lives, he loves us and he speaks to us through his prophet 

today, Thomas S. Monson. May you be blessed as you teach these 

truths to his children and “come listen to a prophet’s voice” ((1)LDS Hymnal 

# 21).

Happy Easter and General Conference!!!

- Gail Lane, Asheville Stake Primary 1st Counselor



  

Safety First!   Primary teachers and nursery leaders remain with the children 
during the entire Primary time on Sunday, including sharing time and breaks. During 
sharing time, they sit with their assigned classes, sing the songs with the children, 

and help the children participate reverently. (Handbook 2, 11.2.5)

 

 

March 15
Hendersonville

2nd Branch
Conference

 

 

March 29
Brevard
Branch

Conference

The Hendersonville 2nd Branch meets in the 
afternoon, as they share the same building 
with the Hendersonville 1st Ward who meet in 
the morning. Most of the children did just fine, 
except for one little boy who fell asleep sitting 
up in his chair. He was so precious – must 
have been his nap time. Some of these sisters 
have other callings that take them away from 
Primary during Sharing/Music Times, even 
though their hearts are with the children when 
they can't be there. It makes it hard – how to 
be in 2 or 3 places at once? This unit's Safety 
Plan is the best we have seen. We would love 
to have them share it with everyone in our 
November Training Meeting. Pictured from left 
to right are President Julia Greenlee, 1st 
Counselor Melanie Bezerra, and 2nd Counselor 
Brenda Speers. 

with a love of the children and of the gospel. Getting good 
teachers is a challenge in a small branch, so instead of calling 
one teacher, they have four Valiant teachers who each teach 
once a month. These teachers also have other callings the 
weeks they are not teaching in Primary. Pictured from left to 
right are President Darlene Cope, 1st Counselor Hannah 
Anderson, 2nd Counselor and Music Leader Olivia Willie, and 
Secretary and Teacher Lois Compton. 

The Brevard Branch Primary Presidency 
is a pretty new one, but they are already 
working very well together. This is a small 
Primary, averaging about 10 or 12 children 
on Sunday, split into two classes: one CTR 
class and one Valiant class. There are no 
Sunbeams or Nursery children at this 
time, and none any time soon. They have 
a super chorister who is in college 
studying the teaching of music and who 
also works at teaching music. She brings a 
lot of knowledge, energy, and experience, 



  

 Improving Teaching – Increasing Spirituality – Fostering Unity 

 

Elder M. Russell Ballard said: “Creative, innovative sharing 
times and [other] activities can be stimulating and fun, but 
they don’t mean much if the children … come away having 
been entertained but not really enlightened, taught the 
gospel, or lifted spiritually. … Every lesson, every meeting, 
and every activity should be focused on bringing these little 
ones to Christ” (“Great Shall Be the Peace of Thy Children,” 
Ensign, Apr. 1994, 61).

● Have older children assist younger children by sitting with 
them for reading scriptures, helping them play a game, 
working on projects, or by directly teaching a principle 
(with instructions/materials provided by you).

● Simplify parts of activities for the younger children by 
having two sets of questions (one for older children; one 
for younger), by allowing younger children to take part in 
dramatizations with simple roles, by having younger 
children hold pictures while you're telling a story.

● Use stations, dividing the children according to age-
groups. The adult at the station can present a simpler 
version when a group of younger children comes to the 
station. 

(From “Teaching No Greater Call” page 117 CTRL+Click)

Leadership Training Library: Primary Sharing Time   Primary Sharing Time helps 
children feel the love of Heavenly Father, feel the influence of the Holy Ghost, strengthen 
testimonies, and learn gospel principles. Opening exercises, the sharing time lesson, and 
music time can all work together to help children learn doctrine and feel the joy that the 
gospel brings into our lives.  

To watch a 6:02 minute video about planning and preparing for Sharing Time activities, 
follow the link below (CTRL+Click) or copy and paste it into your browser.

https://www.lds.org/service/leadership/primary?lang=eng#primary-sharing-time

 

 

Week 2:
Joseph Smith 

translated the Book 
of Mormon by 

the power of God.

 

 

Week 4:
God speaks

through
prophets.

 

 

Weeks 3 and 4:
Jesus Christ 

restored the gospel 
through 

Joseph Smith.

 

Week 1:
Heavenly Father 
and Jesus Christ 

appeared to 
Joseph Smith.

Elder Quentin L. Cook on choices, time, and effort:

“Many choices are not inherently evil, but if they absorb all of our time and keep us from the best 
choices, then they become insidious.”  “Even worthwhile endeavors need evaluation in order to 
determine if they have become distractions from the best goals.”

Quoted from Elder Cook's Facebook page (CTRL+Click): www.facebook.com/lds.quentin.l.cook

Teaching Children in Mixed Age-Groups  Activities should be enjoyable and at the 
same time teach gospel principles. 

https://www.lds.org/manual/teaching-no-greater-call-a-resource-guide-for-gospel-teaching/lesson-3-teaching-children-in-mixed-age-groups?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/service/leadership/primary?lang=eng#primary-sharing-time
http://www.facebook.com/lds.quentin.l.cook
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