
Well, here we are at the beginning of a new month, January 

already fading away.  How are those New Year's 

resolutions?  They are not for me.  I don't make them.  But a 

new year does put me in a mind to review the past year and 

see where I have come in that time.  How about you?  Are 

you where you expected to be, doing what you expected to 

be doing?  Maybe.  Oftentimes not.  I have found that 

sometimes the Lord has other plans for us than what we had 

for ourselves.  Isn't that amazing to see, and to follow the 

Lord's direction and guidance in our lives?  Over the years I 

have surrendered myself to letting the Lord lead and guide 

me.  It has not always been an easy path, but it is one that I 

willingly and whole heartedly embrace, wherever it takes me, 

doing whatever He would have me do. One of my favorite 

Primary songs is Nephi's Courage: "I will go; I will do the 

thing the Lord commands, I know the Lord provides a way; 

He wants me to obey."  I know that to be true, I have seen it 

in my life.  You have been called and blessed to serve Him in 

His Primaries. What better place is there?!  I have felt the 

difference that reading the scriptures daily has made in my 

life. "Draw near unto me and I will draw near unto you; seek 

me diligently and ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto you" (D&C 88:63). Spend 

more time in the scriptures.  See the difference it can make. I 

know that Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ love you and 

know you.  They are there for you at all times and in all 

places. We, as the Asheville Stake Primary Presidency, also 

love you and pray for you.   

- Donna Dimsha, Asheville Stake Primary President 
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Jesus Christ is 

My Savior and 

Redeemer 

“For God so loved 

the world, that he 

gave his only 

begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth 

in him should not 

perish, but have 

everlasting life.”   

- John 3:16 - 

 

February 2015 



 

Jan 18 

Hendersonville 

1st Ward 

Conference 

 

Jan 25  

Asheville Ward 

Conference 

The next Sunday we visited the Asheville Ward, 

meeting with President Heather Hardy, her first 

Counselor Vanessa Tedrow, Second Counselor Michelle 

Kotter, and Secretary Christina Tucker. Their Primary is 

our largest group, with about 40 students.  Again, we 

were happy to teach both Junior and Senior Sharing 

Times, and to visit some classes. They have eight 

classes and a nursery. Asheville is very blessed to have 

so many children and so many dedicated Primary 

workers. (We’ll get your picture next time – or you can 

send us one!) 

  
 

January began our visits to the wards and 

branches in the Asheville Stake during Ward 

Conferences.  We started out with the 

Hendersonville 1st Ward.  After a training 

meeting with Primary President Sheri Barnett 

(left) and First Counselor Mary Hyder(right), we 

enjoyed teaching Sharing Times to the Junior 

and the Senior Primary children.  There were 

about 24 children in attendance that day.  A few 

of the classes were also visited. We had a 

wonderful time in Hendersonville. 
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Week 4:  

Jesus Christ was 

resurrected, and I 

will be too. 

Week 1:  

Jesus Christ is my 

Savior and 

Redeemer. 

Weeks 2 and 3: 

Through the 

Atonement of Jesus 

Christ, all mankind 

may be saved. 

We have a secretary! Diane van Hoff, of the Weaverville Ward, has joined our 

Stake Primary Presidency. Diane was baptized in 2001 after a longtime search for 

truth. She met Jon van Hoff in 2006 online and they were sealed in the DC temple 

in 2007. This entailed a move for Diane from Johnstown, PA, where her two sons, 

daughter-in-law, and three grandchildren still live. She has welcomed Jon’s four 

sons, two daughters-in-law, and three-going-on-four grandchildren into her 

family. Diane graduated from the University of Virginia with a degree in 

Elementary Education, but eventually moved into the field of adult learning and 

corporate training. She has served in a wide variety of capacities in her few years 

in the church, but especially enjoys playing the piano. She enjoys cross-stitch, 

crossword puzzles, cooking and baking, and service. 

Diane Baker van Hoff     Cell phone: 828-450-8351 

651 N Main Street, Mars Hill, NC 28754  Email: dbvh222@gmail.com 

Improving Teaching – Increasing Spirituality – Fostering Unity 

The Theme and Purposes of Primary  The church’s 

website has much to offer Primary leaders and workers to 

help us in our effort to nurture and serve the Lord’s little 

ones. Follow this link (CTRL+Click) or copy and paste it 

into your browser to watch a short video on the theme 

and four purposes of Primary. 

 

https://www.lds.org/service/leadership/primary?lang=eng 

 

Strengthening Families  You can assist parents in their 

efforts teach the gospel to their children. Tell parents what 

you are e in your class so they can reinforce those gospel 

principles in the home. Encourage children to share with 

their family what they are learning. In family home 

evenings, they can share songs, scriptures, games, and 

principles they learn in Primary classes of activities. 

Occasionally you might send home reports on the lessons 

or activities in which they have participated to help 

reinforce what the child has learned. You could also let 

parents know when their child has been particularly helpful. 

… You can invite parents to share their experiences or their 

testimonies as part of a lesson. (From “Teaching No 

Greater Call” page 109) 

 

https://www.lds.org/service/leadership/primary?lang=eng

