
 
29 January, 2017  

 
Dear Youth, 
 
Every summer we look forward to Youth Conference.  But this year is special - we will be going to 
Nauvoo!  This trip will give you a chance to travel, meet new friends, and explore a new place--but 
more importantly, you will have the opportunity to feel the Spirit of the Lord in a sacred place where 
thousands of Saints devoted their lives to the restored Gospel.   
 
Nauvoo represents a time and place in our Church History when our spiritual ancestors thrived. 
 They built a beautiful city and dedicated a magnificent Temple.  These saints came together from 
different circumstances, different regions of the country and even different countries.  It was a time of 
growth and gathering.  Nauvoo was a place of safety which allowed the Saints to grow and flourish, if 
only for a short time.  These Saints were building Zion.  
 
Our youth committee has chosen the theme for our Nauvoo Youth Conference based on the Zion 
communities that we read about in the scriptures: the City of Enoch and the Nephites after Christ’s 
visit, where “they were of one heart and one mind” (Moses 7:18).  So that is our theme: One Heart, 
One Mind.  As you prepare for Nauvoo, we invite you to learn about these communities by 
prayerfully pondering Moses 7:16-21 and 4 Nephi.  This will help you begin to understand some of 
the principles of Zion.   
 
We also ask you to think about your personal Youth Conference experience. To think about Zion--
not a place where people dress up in old-time costumes, but as a feeling within you.  In your own 
small way, you can prepare to experience Zion.  Ask yourself: What would a Zion person look like 
today?  What would he or she do for fun? What would he or she wear? You might think about how a 
Zion person would act towards others.  What would a Zion person watch or read?  Ultimately, the 
best question you could ask is: What can I change to become a Zion person? 
 
We promise that as you accept this challenge, you will feel the Lord’s love for you.  You will feel His 
gentle guidance in your life, your faith and testimony will grow, and your questions (James 1:5) will 
lead to answers. 
 
We love you!  See you in Nauvoo! 
 
Asheville, North Carolina Stake Presidency, 
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